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SHAPE
SHAPE, the SME HPC Adoption Programme in Europe is a pan-
European, PRACE-based programme supporting HPC adoption by SMEs. 
The Programme aims to raise awareness and equip European SMEs with 
the expertise necessary to take advantage of the innovation possibilities 
opened up by High Performance Computing (HPC), thus increasing their 
competitiveness.

HPC is a powerful technology that can enable the development of new 
products or services, reduce time-to-market and cost of R&D or increase 
quality. The opportunities opened up by HPC are vast and an increasing 
number of SMEs turn to HPC in order to create new business opportunities.

The Programme will help European SMEs overcome barriers to using HPC, 
such as cost of operation, lack of knowledge and lack of resources. It will 
facilitate the process of defining a workable solution based on HPC and de-
fining an appropriate business model.

SHAPE Pilot is the trial phase of the programme and it aims to work with 
selected SMEs in order to help them adopt HPC.

Who can apply?
SMEs from EU Member States and/or PRACE member countries, that 
have an interesting idea that can be implemented using HPC. The se-
lected solutions should bring a potential tangible Return on Investment 
to their business.

What will be done?
Following an open selection process based on business and technical 
criteria, the project work will involve the following:
● Defining an appropriate HPC model for the selected solution
● Assessing the solution’s business and technical viability
● Possibility of using PRACE’s resources in order to test the solution 

(through PRACE Preparatory Access).

The objective is to equip the participating SMEs with knowledge that 
will allow them to make an informed decision on the selected solution.

Who will work with you?
One of the PRACE’s goals is to enable transfer of HPC knowledge from aca-
demia to industry. Using their accumulated expertise, the experts of PRACE 
will work with the selected SMEs in order to develop their solutions. The re-
sources of PRACE will be deployed in order to provide test tools, if needed 
(through PRACE Preparatory Access).

The SHAPE programme is an action of PRACE-3IP, which receives funding under grant agreement RI-312763 of EU FP7/2007-2013

www.prace-ri.eu

The Partnership for Advanced Computing in Europe (PRACE) is an international non-profit association with its seat in Brussels. The PRACE 
Research Infrastructure provides a persistent world-class high performance computing service for scientists and researchers from academ-
ia and industry in Europe. The computer systems and their operations accessible through PRACE are provided by 4 PRACE members (BSC 
representing Spain, CINECA representing Italy, GCS representing Germany and GENCI representing France). The Implementation Phase of 
PRACE receives funding from the EU’s Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreements RI-261557, RI-283493 and 
RI-312763. For more information, see www.prace-ri.eu.

How does it work?
● The Call for Applications opens on 17 June 2013 with a closing date of 15 Sep-

tember 2013. Please apply on-line at http://prace-ri.eu/shape-application-form 
and submit your project proposal.

● Each project will be assigned a Project Coach who will facilitate contacts 
with other future team members (e.g. PRACE Technical Experts) and 
who will assist the applicants in preparing a more detailed application.

● These applications will be analysed by the SHAPE team (and further 
developed in conjunction with the applicant, if needed) and a final ver-
sion will be created. The deadline for these final proposals is 30 Sep-
tember 2013.

● The final proposals will go through the following two-stage review pro-
cess.
1)  A Review Panel, composed of one or two representatives from 

the SHAPE team and from the PRACE Management Board each, 
plus two representatives appointed by the PRACE Board of Direc-
tors, will review the applications and create a ranked shortlist. The 
selection criteria are: the strength of the business case, technical 
feasi bility, the applicant’s willingness to commit to the project.

2)  The PRACE-3IP Management Board will make the final decision 
on the successful proposals based on the ranked shortlist.

 The final decision will be communicated by PRACE to the successful 
applicants by mid-October 2013.

● The selected projects will define a milestones plan within 1 month. 
Each project will be assigned a team of Technical Experts whose task 
will be to assist in demonstrating the benefit of applying HPC (and thus 
defining an appropriate HPC business model), with the possibility of 
entering the PRACE Preparatory Access Call1 (cut-off date = 1 Decem-
ber 2013 – participation in this call is on an Open R&D basis and will 
require the disclosure of the project results related to this Call).

● The successful projects will run until May 2014.
● An exit report (a Proof of Concept, also outlining a way forward for the 

applying SME) will be issued upon project completion.

For any information on this Programme, please visit our website at  
www.prace-ri.eu/shape or contact shape@prace-ri.eu.

1	 http://www.prace-ri.eu/Call-Announcements	and	 
http://www.prace-ri.eu/IMG/pdf/prace_preparatory_access_terms_of_reference_prototype_pilot_final.pdf	


