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Executive summary of the 33rd PRACE aisbl 
Council Meeting 
The 33rd meeting of the PRACE aisbl Council took place in Amsterdam on 28 February 2019. 
Two of the main issues discussed at the meeting were PRACE in the EuroHPC era and the PRACE 
2 programme. A number of opinions were shared about how PRACE should position itself now that 
EuroHPC has emerged in order to demonstrate its worth. 
The Financial Oversight and Risk Assessment Committee (FORAC) deemed that the AISBL needs 
to move away from a cash-based accounting system to an accrual-based system. Even though the 
FORAC has not reviewed individual transactions, no significant financial problems were found. 
The Council approved the membership fee structure as presented for 2019, fixing the base 
membership fee at € 51 000. It also approved the budget for the year 2019, and mandated the board 
of directors to use the PRACE 2 reserve for the financing of base operations in case any delayed 
collection of membership fees would not allow the association to maintain a positive balance on its 
main bank account. 
The day-to-day business of PRACE-5IP was reported to be going as planned. However, the 
European Commission (EC) is asking PRACE to solve the scattering of the ecosystem and is asking 
to extend the scope of the project beyond what was planned. 
The European HPC Summit Week has been re-branded to EuroHPC Summit Week. EuroHPC needs 
to be highly visible to secure funding after the EU elections.  
The format of the Board of Directors (BoD) was discussed, with the council wanting benchmarking 
elements compared to other ESFRIs. The PRACE Council approved the hiring of a technical director 
to resolve this issue and to manage the PRACE peer review process, although a number of issues 
were raised around this topic. The PRACE Council approved the plan to change the BoD format to 
two people, to be formally implemented when the names of these people are known. 
PRACE’s main website will be redesigned. A tender was launched in December 2018, and the site 
should be launched by September 2019. With regard to other communication activities, PRACE’s 
involvement in a number of events and activities was also discussed. An animated infographic video 
aimed at undergraduate students that explains HPC and the role of PRACE has also been published. 
In 2017, PRACE entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Research Organisation for 
Information Science and Technology (RIST), and the Extreme Science and Engineering Discovery 
Environment (XSEDE). Email discussions and meetings during the SC18 conferences took place to 
identify the best collaboration scenarios. This discussion has progressed and has led to an 
agreement to launch a joint call for HPC resources. This current MoU will end on 31 March 2019 and 
all three parties are willing to extend it until 31 March 2021 in order to be able to reach the above 
objectives. The council approved this action. 
The Council agreed to extend the pilot on an improved industry track for open R&D to include the 
20th Call for Proposals for Project Access in case this call opens. The Council will also reconsider 
the industrial track beyond this call. An intermediate report will be issued based on the outcome of 
the 19th call. 
The term of Sinéad Ryan as SSC chair is coming to its end. The Council has therefore appointed 
Núria López as new chair of the SSC and Matej Praprotnik as new vice-chair of the SSC. These 
appointments take effect from 3 March 2019 for the duration of one year. 


